
 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 
Yesterday evening, Thursday 24 February, the heads 

of independent schools attended the SAHISA Gala 

dinner at The Boardwalk in Gqeberha. The function 

ended a four-day educational conference that 

nourished and united heads around the country, 

while at the same time, opening up intense, complex 

conversations around emerging topics and trends. 

(More of this in the next newsletter).  

At the function, several farewells and tributes were 

paid to heads who have served their communities 

for varying periods of time.  

Our Preparatory Head, Lin Heidmann, was one of 

those paid tribute to. Lin received a special farewell 

tribute, not only for having been Herschel 

Preparatory Head for 16 years, but also for the role 

that she has played as SAHISA (Southern African 

Heads of Independent Schools Association) Chair for 

the past two years. Lin’s astute leadership, 

exceptional levels of commitment and care, as well 

as her logistical ability and organizational skills 

shaped SAHISA into a multi-faceted, caring and more 

focused organization with a strong lens into social 

justice issues impacting schools. There is no doubt 

that Lin’s leadership has resulted in there being 

greater social cohesion within the organization, as 

well as a more caring, deeply human relational 

ethos.  Her leadership during the pandemic was 

deeply appreciated by all heads, and was described 

by Mr Jakes Fredericks, (current SAHISA Chair) as 

being inspirational.  

 

 

This is Lin’s final term at Herschel, and last night 

again, I was reminded of how much she will be 

missed.  

One of Lin’s favourite proverbs is Sudanese: We 

desire to bequest two things to our children–the 

first one is roots; the other one is wings. 

Lin, you have given both of these gifts to the children 

and staff at Herschel Preparatory, and you have 

been both of these gifts. We will treasure the last 

few weeks of your time with us!  

We hope to see you at the Carnival today and/or 

tomorrow! 
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Happy snaps from our Prep and Senior School centenary 
week celebrations. More photos to follow in next newsletter. 

 
 

 
    

 
      

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

       

     
 

 
 

 

 



 

ACADEMIC NEWS: Single Focus Days 

We are so excited to share with you some of the 
wonderfully exciting opportunities that our pupils 
have been experiencing on our Single Focus Days. 
This is a new project that we have made provision 
for in our timetable. These are opportunities for 
pupils to have an enriched and in depth experience 
of a particular subject every second Friday and allow 
our staff to approach the process of teaching and 
learning in a creative and more meaningful way 
which, we believe, will be very beneficial to our 
pupils. 

What follows are short snippets of what has been 
happening across the school on some of these days. 

AFRIKAANS HUISTAAL GRADE 11 
On Friday the 4th of February, the Grade 11 Afrikaans 
Home Language class went to the only Afrikaans medium 
school in the city bowl, Hoërskool Jan van Riebeeck. Our 
students were taken on a tour of the old farmstead, 
Welgemeend – now a cultural heritage site. They were 
told about the history of the house and saw the South 
African art collection housed there. Then it was time for 
academics. Our students joined various classes with their 
hosts and immersed themselves in Afrikaans school 
culture. This was a valuable learning opportunity to hear, 
speak and experience Afrikaans in an authentic 
environment.  
 

 
 
 

 
English Grade 10: ENGLISH CLASS AT THE ZEITZ 
MOCAA 
The Grade 10 English classes enjoyed a day of 
creative exploration at the Zeitz Mocaa for Single 
Focus Day. After a tour of the astonishing gallery 
space, each pupil selected an artwork that inspired 
them and spent time exploring this in writing. The 
pupils are now developing these pieces into 
narrative fiction. Watch this space for their stories. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



English Grade 9: STRICTLY BALLROOM  
On Friday, 24 January, the Grade 9 pupils used Single 
Focus Day in English to begin their study of the film 
Strictly Ballroom. The pupils had a blast learning all 
about partner dancing by moving to the basic steps 
of the Charleston. They learnt how to keep in rhythm 
and respond to both the music and their partners. 
 
A special thank you goes to Muriel Gravenor of the 
Cape Town Swing for leading the workshop for the 
Grade 9s. 
 
After mastering the Charleston, pupils spent some 
time creating their own visual stories for various 
genres - creating storyboards for their assigned film 
genres. They finished the set with a screening of 
Strictly Ballroom. The single focus day has allowed 
the Grade 9s to deep dive into their cinematic 
learning. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Maths Grade 8 
Grade 8s doing a hands-on activity after exploring 
the use of maths by Pixar. 

 

 
 
 

History Grade 9: ‘Making Choices’ 

On Friday, 11 February, the Grade 9 History elective, 
‘Making Choices in Nazi Germany’ visited the Cape 
Town Holocaust and Genocide Centre. This was an 
invaluable, deeply moving experience for the 
students. Through an immersion in the exhibition - a 
history-rich memorialisation of the Holocaust using 
text, artefacts, archival photographs, film footage, 
documents - the students deepened their 
understanding of the range of human behaviour, and 
the choices people make in the face of crises.  
 

 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 
Above and below: In groups, students used the 
evidence in the exhibit to explore themes such as: 
the actions of perpetrators, the role of observers and 
bystanders, brave acts of resistance and rescue, as 
well as the pivotal role played by propaganda and 
mass media in creating the conditions in which 
atrocities could occur. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

History Grade 9: ‘Turning Points in SA History’ 
On Friday, 11th February, the Single Focus Day 
afforded the Grade 9 History students studying 
‘Turning Points in South African History’ with the 
opportunity to visit the District Six Museum. The 
dramatic events of forced removals which were 
inflicted on the residents of District Six were vividly 
captured for students in the Museum exhibits. The 
students had the privilege of listening to a guide who 
had been a resident of District Six and had 
experienced forced removals. The students soaked 
up the personal stories and recollections shared 
which captured the vibrancy and cosmopolitan 
character of District Six. The museum provided a 
powerful opportunity to empathise and deepen 
their understanding of a dramatic chapter in South 
Africa’s History.  

 

 
Above: Herschel students listened to the stories 
from a former District Six resident. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Geography Grade 9: ‘Funnels and Faults’ 
Single Focus Day allowed us the opportunity to peel 
away the layers of the Earth so that the Theory of 
Continental Drift could be explored in-depth. As we 
looked at the intricacies of plate tectonics, we were 
able to carefully study the cataclysmic events that 
have shaped our Earth. Now we were ready to 
problem-solve; this we took on by exploring ways in 
which we could lessen the impact of Earthquakes, by 
designing seismic-proof buildings whilst looking at 
cost, durability and sustainability. All in all, students 
found the activities of the day to be extremely 
interesting as they were being stretched beyond 
their realms of possibility but also, now, keenly 
aware that the human race is not totally at the mercy 
of Mother Nature.  
 
Commerce Grade 9: I-O-U  
The Grade 9s had their Single Focus Day for the 
elective I-O-U. On this day, the students had to look 
at different credit provider institutions and had the 
task of completing make-shift loan applications in 
their respective groups. We then had discussions 
and feedback as to how and why credit is important 
especially within the context of South Africa. We 
watched different videos on credit management, the 
National Credit Act, as well as the National Credit 
Regulator as the watchdog of the credit industry. 
Practical examples were assessed such as African 
Bank and other institutions who came under scrutiny 
for non-compliance with these legislations. Overall, 
the students enjoyed an in-depth experience of 
understanding credit relationships which in practice 
set them up for completing the accounting 
statements linked to credit transactions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An Exciting Challenge 
 

We know that education at all levels must evolve to 
teach children the skills they need to thrive in our 
changing world.  In its ‘Schools of the Future’ paper, 
the World Economic Forum outlined essential 
characteristics that will define high-quality learning 
in the future. Skills such as: 
·        Global citizenship skills (including awareness of 
the wider world, and sustainability). 
·        Innovation and creativity skills (including 
problem-solving and analytical thinking). 
·        Technology skills (including data science and 
programming.) 
·        Interpersonal skills (including emotional 
intelligence, empathy, cooperation and social 
awareness). 
 

We also already know that we need to be exposing 
our pupils to more collaborative, project-based and 
problem-based learning, which better reflects the 
21st century workplace and which are invaluable in 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution. 
 

SO BRING ON THE IEB Collaborative Problem 
Solving Challenge (IEB CPS) 2022 
The IEB has developed a learning experience for 
secondary school learners that requires the 
application of collaborative problem solving (CPS) 
skills towards resolving complex problems requiring 
extraordinary problem-solving skills – ‘wicked’ 
problems. The learning experience challenges 
learners to apply their grit and ingenuity to develop 
a solution to a ‘wicked’ problem that falls within the 
NDP goals. The IEB wants young learners across 
South African schools to see themselves as people 
who can solve big problems – and help them 
understand that they have an active role to play in 
developing an inclusive, democratic state. 
 

 
 
 

 



2022 CPS Challenge: More than buildings: The role 
of architecture in manipulating human behaviour. 
“We shape our buildings and afterwards our 
buildings shape us,” (Winston Churchill) 
Architecture always has a purpose. On the surface, 
this purpose often appears purely functional. 
Buildings seemingly function as homes to people, 
businesses, government services, and a great range 
of other activities. And infrastructure seemingly 
functions purely to service these buildings with 
water, power, transportation, and the like. 
 

But really most architecture embeds a myriad of 
techniques and features which manipulate human 
psychology and behaviour on some level. Architects, 
for example, can design buildings which inspire awe 
and reverence – or to be welcoming spaces. They can 
both encourage or discourage human interaction, 
human health, and can make one feel both safe and 
unsafe. Spaces can integrate or segregate, inspire or 
distress. Some of these effects are not always 
deliberate. But they most often are. 
 

In the 2022 CPS Challenge, teams will face a series of 
challenges based around the interactions of human 
beings with the built environment.  
Some of these issues include: 
• The ethical concerns around ‘hostile architecture’ 
or ‘unpleasant design’ which deliberately functions 
to exclude ‘undesirable’ people. City benches can be 
made deliberately uncomfortable to prevent people 
lingering there too long. Low bridges can result in 
public transport being routed around wealthy areas. 
Sculptures and other ‘decorative elements’ can be 
used to cause discomfort. 
• A critical analysis of issues around surveillance 
networks, boomed-off areas, unequal service 
provision, and other features of modern urban 
design. 
• The development of creative solutions aimed at 
designing our living and working spaces for good. 
 

Our students will be working in teams with pupils 
from other schools to solve the ‘wicked’ problem. 

This will involve an online platform during one day of 
school in September 2022. Pupils will be given 
questions each that address the following thinking 
skills: critical, creative, ethical, systems and problem 
solving. Creative Thinking will be expected. 
If your daughter is in Grade 8 to 11 and is interested 
in taking part in this exciting challenge please email 
Ms East keast@herschel.org.za by 14 March. 
 

LIFE ORIENTATION 
For Life Orientation this week, our Grade 9 students 
were happily entertained by the antics of Mr Yusuf 
Daniels, father of three and Exclusive Books’ Best-
Selling author of the Living Coloured series of books 
which are also housed in our school library. While Mr 
Daniels regaled our students with snippets of his life 
story, he aptly used comedy to drive home his 
message: embracing our own uniqueness and 
remaining true to ourselves are key to living a 
fulfilling life.  
 

After answering many questions ranging from “how 
one becomes a published author” to “how we can 
aptly use social media to realise our ambitions”, our 
students were reminded to celebrate their 
authenticity, to put their dreams out into the 
universe and to speak and live their truths. In the 
words of Dr Seuss, “There is no one alive who is 
Youer than You!”  
 

As we continue celebrating 100 years of Learning to 
make a Difference, and as a display of our gratitude, 
Herschel chose to purchase 2 sets of books in lieu of 
donations to be gifted to under-resourced schools.  
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CARNIVAL 2022!!! 

 

Matric Dance Swop Shop                                                              

 
The Matrics are hosting a “Matric Dance Swop Shop”. This essentially entails the 

loaning out of items such as shoes, dresses, jewellery, bags, etc. to Matrics to use 

on the night of their Matric Dance, rather than everything having to be bought new. 

Any matric pupil who needs something will come book it out at the Swop Shop and 

then return it on the Monday after the dance. 

 

Anybody who would like to contribute items to the Swop Shop please bring them to 

Ms Rousseau who will keep records of those items brought, as well as those lent 

out. 

 

 



 

 

Shrek 
Make room for ogre-sized family fun as the greatest 
fairy tale never told comes to life in a whole new way 
in this Shrek-tacular Herschel and Bishops Musical 
production of the Oscar-winning movie Shrek! This 
Tony-award-winning fairy-tale adventure rewrites 
the ‘happily ever after’. At its heart, the message 
to love and accept others no matter who they are, 
where they come from or what they look like and - 
just as important - to learn to love yourself.  

 “Once upon a time, there was a little Ogre named 
Shrek…” And thus begins the tale of an unlikely hero 
who finds himself on a life changing journey 
alongside a wisecracking donkey and a feisty 
princess who breaks the Disney mould. Throw in a 
short-tempered bad guy, a cookie with an attitude, 
and over a dozen other fairy tale misfits, and you've 
got the kind of mess that calls for a real hero. Luckily, 
there is one on hand… And his name is Shrek.  

 

 
Above: Cast of Shrek 
 

 

 

 
Above: Princess Fiona: Gigi Stewart and Paballo 
Mpephya  

 

Performances will run on 16, 17, 18 and 20 March 
2022 at 19:30. The performance on Saturday 19th 
will begin earlier to cater for our younger Shrek 
enthusiasts.  

Bookings open at 9:00am on Tuesday, 1 March, and 
tickets cost R150. 

Bookings can be made online at quicket.co.za or 
from the Herschel Senior School reception.  

 
 

   



 
Overview of Term 1 Sport  
 

This term has been an extremely busy one for the 
sports department and the area around the sports 
centre is a hive of activity every afternoon. All 
disciplines are participating in the local leagues and 
the sports tours that we have always participated in 
pre-Covid have been taking place. 
 

Below is a summary of the tournaments, festivals 
and tours that Herschel has been participating in 
over the last 4 weeks: 
 

Waterpolo 
Brian Baker Tournament: The 1st team travelled up 
to Kingswood College in Makhanda at the end of 
January, where they took part in the Brian Baker 
Tournament. The team played some exceptional 
water polo, winning all their pool matches 
comfortably. They lost to Crawford College in the 
semi-finals. Crawford went on to win the 
tournament this year. Our team played Reddam in 
the Bronze medal game and lost 4-3. 
 

Alexander Road Festival:  This was held in Gqeberha 
on Friday 4 and Saturday 5 February. Herschel has 
been participating in this festival for the past 22 
years. This year we took the 2nd and U16B teams. 
Each team plays a minimum of 9 matches. The 
development and growth of the players during this 
festival is amazing.  
Because there is no emphasis on winning but more 
focus on the development of our players, we find 
this festival invaluable. It is an opportunity for some 
of our lower teams to experience a tour and 
competition outside the Cape Town area. 
 

Rhenish U14 Festival: This is a new festival on the 
water polo calendar. Our U14A team participated in 
this from the 4th to 6th February. They played 9 
matches over the 2 days, and this was a wonderful 
opportunity for their coach Nicole Haird to get to  
 
 

 
know her players. They did very well to win all 9 
matches. 
 
Oakhill Festival: This festival is held in Knysna in the 
harbour. It is a co-ed festival and there are two polo 
pools set up amongst the boats, seals etc. A unique 
concept quite foreign to South Africa! It is really a fun 
festival and again gives our pupils an opportunity to 
participate against schools from other provinces. 
There were 40 teams playing at the Oakhill festival 
this year. 
 
We took our U16A team who acquitted themselves 
extremely well, only losing to Glenwood 1st team. 
They played 7 matches over the 4 days. 
 

 
 
 

Pitcairn U14 Tournament: This tournament is 
hosted by Reddam Constantia and teams from all 
over the country are invited to play. 
Our team did exceptionally well, reaching the finals 
where they met up with regular rivals Reddam. The 
match ended in a draw and so the teams played 6 
minutes extra time. At the end of this the score was 
8 each. It was an amazing spectacle and extremely 
good polo for U14 girls. The match was then decided 
by a penalty shootout, where Reddam converted 
more shots than us.  
 

 



 
Squash 
Dave Hodgson Festival: On Friday, 4 February, our 
top 7 players and Ms Silvana Scarola went up to DSG 
in Makhanda to participate in this festival. 
 

It was an amazing opportunity to play some good 
squash against some of the stronger schools in the 
country. We played 5 matches, these were against St 
Stithians, Clarendon, Collegiate, Kingswood and 
DSG, winning 3 of the 5. The friendships formed on 
this tour were something quite unique. Squash lends 
itself to this as after playing one must sit with your 
opponent and mark the next game. The students had 
a lot of fun and thoroughly enjoyed the tour. 
 

Tennis 
Independent Schools Tennis Tournament: 
Herschel played host to the 28th edition of this 
tournament. All teams were accommodated in 
Stellenbosch and games were played at Rhenish and 
Bloemhof tennis courts from 11–13 February. The 
Herschel team did exceptionally well, winning all 
pool matches and then met St Anne’s in the final. 
The result went down to the final two games, with 
Herschel winning 5-4 and ending deserved 
champions. The tennis was of a phenomenal 
standard and this is a very special win as it is our 
centenary year! Congratulations to our team. 
 

Going forward we have the following sporting events 
on the calendar this term, excluding the holiday 
tours: 
The weekend of the 24 to 27 February the 1st and 
U16A basketball as well as the 1st and U15A water 
polo teams will be travelling up to Johannesburg 
together to participate in various tournaments. This 
will be a great sporting weekend for Herschel as 48 
of our top sportswomen and 9 staff will be going to 
Joburg. There will be opportunities for the basketball 
pupils to support the water polo and vice versa. 
 

This tour promises to be one of the highlights in our 
centenary year and we wish all our teams the best of 
luck. 

 
 

 

 

Tickets are selling fast for the annual 

Herschel Gala Dinner & Auction, in aid of 

the Bursary Fund. After being postponed 

last year due to Covid, the event is 

expected to be a highlight in this years' 

centenary celebrations. Dance the night 

away on Saturday 12th March in the 

glamorous venue enjoyed the night before 

by our 2022 Matric students. Tickets 

include a three-course meal, welcome 

cocktail, live auction and DJ. 

 

Visit https://herschelgaladinner.co.za/  for 

more information and to book your tickets. 

Hurry, you don’t want to miss out! 
 

https://herschelgaladinner.co.za/


  

These amazing and exclusive items are some of the items up for grabs in the 

live auction on the night of the Gala Dinner. Thank you so much to all our 

generous sponsors. 
 

The Olive Tree House, Kassiopi, Corfu, Greece. 5 bedrooms, sleeps 10.  

             
 

 

7 nights in a villa in Eden Island, Seychelles, sleeps 6.  

                                               
 

A two-night stay at Last Word Kitara in Klaserie Private Nature Reserve in the Greater 
Kruger for two people sharing. Includes meals, game drives and helicopter transfer.  

          

 



  

                

A night at the magnificent Silo Hotel, V&A Waterfront.  

         
 

 

A Gonsenhausers Fine Rug (Malta Collection, made in Turkey)  

 
 
 

A private children’s party for 15 children on board the Jolly Roger Pirate boat including – 
party packs, décor, adult tickets, catering, cake and entertainment.  

 
 

 

 

Exclusive charter usage of the Ice Blue Bayliner – 12 passengers, 2 hours charter, catering and bar 

 



 

Exclusive charter usage of the Ice Blue Bayliner – 12 passengers, 2 hours 
charter, catering and bar. 

 
 
 

Nicolaas Roos artwork. 

 
 

There will also be an old-fashioned “silent auction”, including the following amazing items: 
 

1. A shoot by internationally renowned photographer John Armstrong, Sir Richard Branson uses him 
for functions at Ulusaba  

2. 7 Artworks by local artists  
3. Jewelry vouchers 
4. 2-night stay at the Radisson Red 
5. Cape wheel VIP Ride tickets  
6. Salon voucher treatments  
7. 4-hour investment advice session  
8. Marine dynamics voucher for 2 shark diving trips  
9. Magnums of wine 

 

 

 

 

 


