
 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

Dear Parents 
 

Everyone's a spark and in the night 
Together we make a light, a fire burning bright 
Ad dei Gloriam; Inkosi mayibongwe: 
To the glory of our God: this is what we believe.  
 

Campus life has definitely returned to pre-pandemic 
levels of activity and busyness! The past two weeks 
has seen an absolute buzz with so many pupils 
involved across sport and culture. This addition to 
the core academic timetable enriches, inspires and 
grows us all. In the process, a myriad skills and values 
are acquired and honed: creativity, collaboration, 
commitment, time-management, awareness of 
others, empathy, accountability, kindness and 
validation and a realisation that each of us is a part 
of something bigger than what and who we are.  
 

Helen Botha (Head of Sport) read the above lines 
from our School Song in her sports update 
announcement in assembly on Tuesday. The words 
have indeed come to life over these past two weeks 
and we have been a “fire burning bright”. What a 
treat it was to experience Herschfield for the first 
time. Despite the weather, Herschel and Springfield 
showed up in their droves and it was a spirited, fun-
filled and competitive afternoon and evening of 
sport! Watching the pupils enjoying themselves, 
playing their hearts out and supporting each other 
was wonderful and my thanks to all who came to 
support and connect at this special event.  
 
 
 

 

 

The stars have also come into play. The Matric Music 
Recital took place in the Inkwenkwezi Music Centre 
on Tuesday evening. It was magnificent with the 
repertoire presenting an appreciative audience with 
an array of beautiful and challenging pieces. The 
standard of performance was incredible. Bravo to all 
our matrics and to their dedicated and talented 
music teachers! I sincerely hope that their musicality 
continues to enrich them and those privileged 
enough to listen to them.  
 

 
 

The Herschel Chorale sang A Flower Remembered in 
a moving memorial tribute to Uyinene Mrwetyana 
held in Main Road outside the Claremont Post Office 
on Wednesday afternoon. Livingstone High School 
also performed, with a beautiful rendition of Nkosi 
Sikilel iAfrika. Imam Rashid Omar and Reverend 
Chesnay Frantz delivered compelling messages of 
support for women and girls and a call to action for 
all South Africans in addressing the scourge that is  
gender-based violence.  
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In the blustering wind, members of the community 
united remembering Uyinene and praying for a 
better world.  
 

 
 
 

The TEB Committee has started its work groups 
focusing on student wellbeing, belonging and sport. 
These will not be the only groups, but we have 
identified a need to address aspects of these areas 
of school life. The Committee groups are holding 
initial meetings to identify the areas requiring 
discussion and exploration and thereafter we will 
extend an invitation to our parents/staff/students to 
participate in a multi-stakeholder group discussion 
for diverse and rich input into these areas of school  
life. This will be communicated to you via email in 
Term 4.  
 

We wish our Grade 12s every success in their mock 
exams which start next week. With this being the 
culmination of years of learning, understanding and 
hard work, we know that they are well positioned to 
achieve their personal goals. They have our full 
support in this! Preliminary examinations provide an 
opportunity for diagnosis and reflection. Pupils can 
identify aspects needing attention, such as time-
management, answering techniques for specific 
questions, identifying areas that require more input 
and so on, in order to improve further in Finals.   
 

 

As you can see from the visuals in this newsletter and 
this beautiful Herschfield video link, 
https://fb.watch/f8b8DCyx2v/ it has been a 
productive couple of weeks at Herschel. Seeing 
pupils participating in a range of activities reminds 
one of the importance of holistic education and of 
the friendships, opportunities and spirit that come 
from this.  
 

Enjoy the weekend! 
Heather 

 

 

 
We would like to extend our sincere thanks 

to all parents, staff and students for their 

incredible generosity towards Mongezi Blayi 

in terms of the cash donations and items 

dropped off, in order to help him rebuild the 

home he lost in the fire. 

 

We are overwhelmed by the kindness and 

support received from our Herschel 

Community. 

 

If you would still like to donate any items in 

the list below, please do so by next week 

Friday. Items can be dropped off at the 

Sports Centre or at the Senior School 

reception. 

 

1. Bedding/linen/towels 

2. Cupboards 

3. Cutlery 

4. Cups and plates 

5. Kettle 

6. Microwave 

7. Fridge 

8. Stove with little oven 

9. Lamps 

 

https://fb.watch/f8b8DCyx2v/


HERSCHFIELD 
 

Poor weather and cold rain downpours did nothing 
to deter or dampen the spirit of the Herschfield 
Derby last week Friday! The Herschel Pink Army 
came out in full force to cheer and support our 
netball and hockey players. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
Making a Difference 
 

Every Tuesday, a different tutor class from each 
house goes to Victoria Hospital to hand out sweets, 
chips, fruit, juice and water to the patients waiting in 
the long queues at Victoria Hospital. The pupils 
collect the items in the week and then take them to 
the hospital during the lunch hour.  
#learningtomakeadifference 
 

 
 
 

Shakespeare Festival 
 

Last week, Herschel took part in the annual Shakespeare 
Festival at the Baxter Theatre. A regular feature and 
highlight of the cultural calendar, the festival allows our 
students to perform on a professional stage and share 
this process with schools from across the socio-economic 
spectrum.  
  
Our version of 'Twelfth Night' was staged in the energetic 
and visual theatre style of Comic Book Theatre that 
blended elements of film and physical performance to tell 
its story of ambition, heartbreak, mistaken identity and 
love in a form that is both comical and contemporary. 
  
Similarly, the cast of ‘Macbeth’ chose to play with stylized 
visual theatre and embraced the genre of horror. Using 
masks, lighting and costume the cast reimagined a 
version of Shakespeare’s bloodiest play as a modern 
urban phantasmagoria of tarot cards, neon lights, dance 
music and death. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   



 

Interhouse Plays 
 

Herschel will soon be staging the Interhouse Play 
competition. Join us on a journey into the magical 
land of Disney - as our Grade 11 Directors and 
Creative Leaders embark on their first Interhouse 
Play competition since COVID. Each house has 
written, directed and staged their interpretation of 
'Disney with a Twist!', featuring beloved characters 
from Princesses to Pirates as you have never seen 
them before! 
 

Come support the Grade 8-11 casts of Carter, Jagger, 
Merriman and Rolt on this wonderful theatrical 
adventure. 
 

Bookings on Quicket: https://qkt.io/qxXAeb 
 
 

 

 

Sunshine or Snow 
 

On Friday, 19th August, the Geography elective 
group, Sunshine or Snow, visited Intaka Island, the 
green lung in the midst of the built-up Century City. 
Intaka is a series of natural wetlands which was 
created to preserve the natural environment. The 
group was treated to a boat ride around the canals, 
a walk through the indigenous gardens, while 
spotting a range of beautiful bird species. The day 
ended with a fun lesson in the Energy Cube where 
they had the challenging task of calculating various 
types of renewable energy outputs.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://qkt.io/qxXAeb


 

Voices of Herschel Concert 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Matric Music Recital 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 



 

Winter Concert 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
Herschel Winter Dinner 

 

The annual Herschel Winter Dinner hosted by the 
Herschel Alumnae Union took place on Wednesday 
the 17th August 2022 in the Mary Jagger Hall. The 
cold wintery weather outside was no match for the 
warm vibrant ambience inside the hall. 
 

The evening started with a Circle Secretary get-
together; circle secretaries are the year 
representatives and reunion organisers from each 
matric year and we welcomed ladies from as far back 
as 1962 and as recently as 2018. They were each 
gifted a Centenary commemorative journal and pen 
in thanks for their service to the Herschel Alumnae 
and the school.  
 

The wonderfully talented Fusion vocal group 
entertained dinner guests as they were arriving, and 
it was fantastic for the alumnae to witness the pupils 
talent firsthand. Dinner got underway after a 
beautiful prayer by the longest serving staff member 
at Herschel, Mrs Helen Botha, who will be retiring 
this year.  
 

The guest speaker of the night was Susan 
Sonnenberg, the 2022 Caroline Herschel Award 
winner and beloved alumnus of the school. Her 
authentic and sincere recollections of her time at 
Herschel and humble appraisal of her 
accomplishments in setting up the Wellington Prep 
and College in Worcester and many other cultural 
and arts programmes received many a laugh and a 
standing ovation.  
 

   

 

The 2022 Winter Dinner welcomed over 90 guests, a 
record number of attendees, and also saw many 
parents, staff and pupils in attendance which we had 
hoped for as the HAU moves to integrate and 
collaborate more with the school and parents in the 
future. 
 

 
 

We look forward to next year's Winter Dinner and 
extending the invitations to our brother and sister 
school alumni groups and building our network even 
further. 
 

 
 
 

   


