
 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 
Dear Parents and Senior School pupils 
 

Happy Heritage Day! 
Sometimes it is impossible to know where you are 
headed without reflecting on where you came 
from. Understanding your heritage, your roots and 
your ancestry is an important part of carving out 
your future. (Anonymous). 
 

Tomorrow, 24 September, we come together as 
South Africans to celebrate Heritage Day, a day on 
which we pause to appreciate the rich diversity of 
our beliefs and traditions.  The most meaningful way 
to honour our heritage is to include elements of it in 
our lives. It is our responsibility to live the positive 
values that we have been taught and to pass these 
on to others so that the rich strands of our heritage 
are passed forward and woven into the lives of those 
who follow after us. In these troubled times, it is very 
important that we consider our respective heritages 
carefully and intentionally so as to preserve the rich 
diversity reflected in who we are and where we 
come from. The concept of legacy is one that is 
particularly interesting in current times and linked to 
this is the complex issue of identity and the 
forces/factors that shape this. People who have a 
clear appreciation of who they are and of what their 
heritage represents, are likely to be more grounded 
and at ease in the world than those who are 
uncertain or conflicted. In South Africa, Heritage Day 
is celebrated in many ways across cultures, with 
gatherings of friends and families, and communal 
meals, often including the good old ‘braaivleis’ or  
shisanyama.  

 

The diverse flavours, foods and traditions all form 
part of a richness.   
 

We had fun on Tuesday this week when the entire 
school – pupils and staff – gathered on The Field in 
designated house colours (with staff wearing black) 
to recreate the South African flag for an iconic photo 
op for our Centenary Heritage Day celebration. The 
vibrancy of our flag, through its symbolism of colour 
is indeed reflective of diverse cultural heritages and 
the shape, form and configuration of the flag 
includes, along with our diverse population, an 
equally diverse landscape.  
 

Continuing our focus on our core school values, 
recently we have been grappling with the issue of 
accountability. I was struck by an insightful comment 
made by a graduate student at a conference I 
attended last weekend. It was a comment I wrote 
down so as not to lose sight of it: I wish that I had 
been taught how to fail at school; I mean how to 
deal with failure in an appropriate way, by being 
accountable and accepting that it could hamstring 
me or grow me, depending on how I framed it.  
 

I have reflected on this statement from many angles, 
but want, for the purposes of this newsletter, to link 
it to the value of accountability. This sort of 
accountability lies at the heart of resilience, a quality 
that develops when we are held to account, and 
when we accept that being accountable works in 
numerous ways. While it starts with the self, it 
extends outwards to those we work, live and play 
with too.  
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Accountability is a framework within which 
responsibility, acceptance, integrity, and resilience 
combine. Given the lack of accountability that we 
encounter in so many areas of public life, it is 
imperative that this value is demonstrated and lived 
out in our homes and communities, and at school. A 
school environment should provide a safe space in 
which to fail or falter, because its purpose is to 
provide a platform for learning and growth. If we 
hold ourselves accountable, we provide ourselves 
with incredible opportunities for growth and we 
become better people because we learn from our 
mistakes and we learn how to handle situations 
appropriately. The pandemic has perhaps led, at 
times, to over-compensation on the part of parents 
and teachers, whereby accountability has ‘slipped’ 
and we have skirted around situations, uncertain of 
whether or not to hold pupils to account because we 
are concerned about where pupils are at post-
pandemic. Mental health challenges are manifest 
and there is a need for awareness and compassion, 
but at the same time, we need to maintain 
boundaries and expect accountability from each 
other and from the young adults we work with. We 
need to ensure that this generation of young adults 
is a responsible, resilient and ethical one and an 
accountability framework provides critical support in 
nurturing this.  
 

The water polo season got off to a great start, with 
our First team winning the McKenzie Cup 
Tournament held at Reddam, Constantia, this past 
weekend. Both the Invitation side and the First team 
played, and our players can be proud of their results 
and of the spirit in which they participated.  
 

Staying with sport, it is my great pleasure to 
announce that Maryke Eloff will be taking on the role 
of Head of Sport, effective January 2023.  Maryke’s 
area of expertise is hockey, and as a Sports Science 
Honours graduate, she is well qualified for physical 
education, strength and conditioning work and sport 
in general.  

We are also excited to announce that we are 
expanding the sports department in the Senior 
School and have appointed Nicole Mangondo, 
whose areas of expertise are basketball and netball.   
 

  
 
We are proud of the sporting reputation that 
Herschel has and of course, Mrs Helen Botha has 
established this over an extensive period of time – 
40 years! Her legacy is one that requires safe-
guarding and we are grateful to Helen for her 
incredible commitment to sport at Herschel, and 
especially for the way in which, beyond sport, she 
has always taken exceptional care of her players. In 
interviewing prospective candidates, we have 
looked closely at relational leadership and skills to 
support an ethos of competitive, enjoyable and 
spirited participation across all codes.  
 

The matrics have finished preliminaries and they 
seem to have gone well. What is important is that 
they engage with their teachers, reflect on the 
process to see what they need to change or tweak in 
their approach to finals, and identify sections that 
may require more input on their part. I hope that this 
is part of an ongoing and positive learning and 
growth process for the matrics as they prepare for 
their final term and a series of “lasts”, and of course, 
I wish them well. They have been a wonderful grade 
and can be very proud of their contribution to date. 
(More of this later …) 

 



 
 

It is at this time that our new leaders step into their 
roles and we are so proud of the pupils who have 
been elected to assume roles across key areas of 
school life in 2023. As a staff we look forward to 
working alongside the pupil leadership team and we 
know that they will do themselves and their peers 
proud! They have our full support. A special 
congratulations to our Head Pupil, Suzy Whall, and 
to our deputies, Caroline Baynham (Pastoral) and 
Lilitha Siwisa (Operational). Listening to the 
thunderous applause in the theatre and reading 
through the many comments on social media pages 
when the announcement was made, confirms that 
this team has the full support of the pupil body and 
staff. We will express our thanks to the phenomenal 
team of Kelli Arendse (Head pupil), Kate Forrest  
(Deputy Operational) and Amy Hartmann (Deputy 
Pastoral) next term. On a personal note, I am going 
to miss this awesome team enormously, and I know 
that I speak for Tracy Rousseau and Kerri-Lyn East 
too! We shall miss our regular Wednesday afternoon 
meetings with these bright, purposeful and inclusive 
young adults who have taught us so much! 
 

Wishing the Herschel community a special Heritage 
Day on Saturday, and to those who for whatever 
reason, cannot be with family, or who feel far away 
from loved ones and familiar traditions, may you still 
feel warmth and love, under these African skies and  
may you celebrate who you are and where you come 
from with pride and a fullness of heart.  
 
Have a great weekend! 
Heather  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CENTENARY COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS 
The Herschel Alumnae Union has enjoyed 
celebrating Herschel’s centenary with the pupils and 
Herschel parents at the various Centenary events 
held throughout the year. We invite all Herschel 
parents to support the fundraising efforts of the HAU 
by purchasing some of the Centenary 
commemorative items which have been designed 
and sourced by the HAU Centenary Committee. 
Please visit: https://oha100.co.za/   
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://oha100.co.za/


 

 
 
     
 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Core Team/Tier 1 Leadership 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Sometimes it is impossible to know where you are headed without reflecting on where you 

came from. Understanding your heritage, your roots and your ancestry is an important part 

of carving out your future. (Anon.) 



 

2023 Core Team/Tier 1 Leadership 
 

The second round of voting has been completed 
and we are very proud to announce the Core 
Team/Tier 1 leadership: 
 

• Head of Carter – Ella Dix 

• Head of Jagger – Raabi’ah Ebrahim 

• Head of Merriman – Ella Parker-Forsyth 

• Head of Rolt – Amanda Tadokera 
 

• Head of Culture – Peta Duckitt 

• Head of Sport – Tyra Penney 

• Head of Community Engagement – Emma 
Lewis  

• Head of Media and Events – Romy Myers 

• Head of Sustainability – Ella Sales 
 

In keeping with the theme with the announcement 
of the Executive leadership team, each elected 
leader was given a protea. The yellow and orange 
pincushion proteas symbolize spontaneity, 
happiness, joy, cheerfulness, bright days, and 
friendships.  
 

May these leaders, in their roles, be spontaneous, 
bring happiness and many bright days to our 
campus, grow friendships and trust and always work 
with compassion and joy. 
 

 
 
 

 

Our First team and an Invitation Herschel team took 
part in the Mackenzie Cup held last weekend at 
Reddam.  
 

Both teams acquitted themselves well, with the First 
team emerging as victors after beating the hosts 5-4 
in an epic final. Our Invitational team finished in 5th 
position, with both results boding well for an exciting 
season ahead. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   



 

 

The Irma Stern Museum, together with the Western 
Cape Education Department, hosted a valuable Visual 
Arts project for Grade Elevens in the second term. A 
small exhibition of selected artworks is being exhibited 
at the Irma Stern Museum. We are extremely proud of 
Ella Parker-Forsyth and Julia Wellington who were 
both selected by the organisers to exhibit their work. 
 

 
 

Artwork by Julia Wellington 
 
 

 
 

Artwork by Ella Parker-Forsyth  
 
 

 

MARKET DAY 
 

Our Grade 10 Consumers Studies class held their 
Market Day this week, with some decadent treats on 
sale. 
 

 
 

                 
 

      

 



  

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

HERSCHEL CENTENARY BOOK 
It is with great excitement that we will be launching the Herschel Centenary book at the end of October, 

showcasing 100 years of Herschel. This will go on sale to the wider Herschel community for the price of R575. 

“Early bird” special EXTENDED - order and pay for your book by  

Friday, 30 September (last day of Term), and only pay the discounted price of R500. 
Should you wish to place your order, please click on the following link and complete the form by 30 

September. Order Form 
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGEBBKKjst_pYyLCBUCigTj3V5iQ1rIgqhic_QnWvnPN1I4g/viewform

